[Analysis of survival in 240 patients with unresectable primary hepatocellular carcinoma treated with hepatic artery chemo-embolization].
The effect of transcatheter hepatic artery chemoembolization (TAE) on hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) was evaluated. The survival time of 240 patients with unresectable primary HCC who were treated by TAE during the period from Jan. 1987 to Jan. 1995 were followed up. The results showed that in this series the overall 1-, 2-, 3-, 5- and 7-year survival rate was 61.0%, 39.2%, 30.7%, 18.9%, 16.0%, respectively. The survival rate of patients treated with TAE plus hepatectomy at 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7 years was 95.2%, 90.4%, 85.0%, 59.0% and 59.0% respectively, while that in patients treated with TAE in 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 years was 58.1%, 34.0%, 24.4%, 13.7%, 9.1%, respectively. This results indicate that TAE therapy is a treatment of choice for patients with advanced hepatocellular carcinoma.